Praying for Stephen’s Children!
“God has put the body together…..so if one member suﬀers, all
the members suﬀer with it; if one member is honoured, all the
members rejoice with it.” I Cor 12:24,26
“What we need is for other
Christians to pray for us and bear
this work with us” — Maha Victor,
Stephen’s Children

DAY 1!
Pray for Maggie Gobran (“Mama Maggie”), the leader and founder
of Stephen’s Children. Pray that she will be filled with the Holy
Spirit in order to shepherd the ministry. Pray that her health may
be maintained in order to preserve her time in ministry for as long
as God wills it. “So we must not get tired of doing good, for we will reap
at the proper time if we don’t give up.” Galatians 6:9!

DAY 2!
Pray for the other leaders in Stephen’s Children, that they may also
be filled with the Holy Spirit as they make decisions and disciple
the SC workers. Pray for their protection from both local and
state sponsored persecution, that the work of SC will not be
hindered in any way. Pray for clarity of mind, that they would
correctly follow all local regulations to avoid giving the
government a foothold to criticize the ministry. “Now if any of you
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Home visits begin for children from
ages 6 to 18. They receive a
personal visit from a SC worker for
one hour each week. Although the
visit is intended to be primarily for
the child, other children in and
around the home often join in and
also receive love and attention.
Eventually the whole family
benefits as the worker develops a
long term relationship which brings
opportunity for family counselling
on such topics as child rearing,
education, marriage and most
importantly, Bible teaching with an
introduction to Jesus.

lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives to all generously and without
criticizing, and it will be given to him.” James 1:5"

DAY 3!
Pray for the home visits which form the backbone of SC’s ministry.
Pray that this month’s visits will give the children and families a
first hand experience with the power and person of Jesus Christ, as
reflected in the SC worker. Pray the the Holy Spirit would open
the eyes and the minds of the people to be receptive to Him. Pray
that the families living in the garbage slums would find peace and
reconciliation with each other and with God and that this would
lead to a supernatural change in the heart of the community which
spreads from house to house. “Listen! I stand at the door and knock. If
anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and have
dinner with him and he with Me.” Revelation 3:20"

DAY 4!
Pray for the physical health and healing of the children living in
the communities served by SC. Pray that they may be spared from
the deadly diseases that accompany their home environment. Pray
that they might learn to practice the necessary community hygiene
and that in doing so, it may increase the sense of dignity of the
whole family. Pray that the medical staﬀ in the SC clinics might
intervene with wisdom and skill to bring physical and spiritual
healing, glorifying God in the process. Pray that the health care
provided to the surrounding families might be seen by the muslim
people as a tangible expression of Jesus’ love for them. “But He was
pierced because of our transgressions, crushed because of our iniquities;
punishment for our peace was on Him, and we are healed by His wounds.”
Isaiah 53:5!

DAY 5!
“I remember the boy named Peter.
He never answered when his name
was called because until then, he
was only referred to by curse words
in his home. Imagine the level of
self esteem you have when
expletives are used as your first
name”

Pray that the children and families in the garbage slums would
come to understand their inherent worth in God’s eyes. Pray that
this knowledge of their eternal value would inform and transform
their lives and work and priorities, that it would inspire them to
build their families and community with dignity. Pray that the
discrimination they face would cease to rob them of hope and that
they might daily find their value as one of God’s children. “Aren’t
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Stephen’s Children aims to build 5
new pre-schools per year in Cairo
and other cities in Egypt. At a SC
pre-school, children learn fine
motor skills, Bible stories, art,
physical education and self-control

two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them falls to the ground
without your Father’s consent. But even the hairs of your head have all been
counted. So don’t be afraid therefore;you are worth more than many
sparrows.” Matt 10:29-31."

along with the overall school
routines. Upon entering the public

DAY 6!

system after age 6, many Egyptian
teachers have commented that the
children who attended the SC preschool are 2 to 3 years ahead of the
other children. This is a critical
advantage in the typical public
school classroom that has 80
students in it.
Each pre-school SC builds costs
around $250 000 US.

Pray for the financial needs of Stephen’s Children. Pray that the
leaders would be free from worry about money. Pray that God
would raise up “givers” from all across the church who will respond
to God’s calling and give whatever is needed for the mission. Pray
that as the leaders depend upon God’s resources, that He would
supply above and beyond what is even needed, that His ministry
would be able to move forward with excellence. “And my God will
supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”
Phillipians 4:19"

DAY 7!
Pray for the home visit workers, whose work is amongst the most
diﬃcult in the entire world. Pray that they might be strengthened
and encouraged daily by the Lord. Pray that their hearts may be
filled with a genuine and passionate love for the children and
families they serve. Pray that their own life needs may be met.
Pray for their protection as they walk into hostile houses and pray
that the light of Christ may fill every home they enter. Pray that
God uses each and every eﬀort they make, to accomplish His
purposes. “And whoever give just a cup of cold water to one of these little
ones because he is a disciple — I assure you: he will never lose his reward!”
Matt. 10:42."

DAY 8!
Evangelism of the muslim world
around the garbage slums is not
primarily an issue of intellectual
and theological argumentation;
rather, it is simply the grace and
forgiveness offered by Jesus Christ
that is so radical and compelling
and not available from anywhere
else.

Pray for the muslim people and society in which the Stephen’s
Children ministry operates. Pray that the pleasing presence of
Christ may permeate the entire city and that it may draw many
people to Jesus. Pray that an accurate view of God may be
preached and seen, that it may lead to repentance and salvation for
many. Pray that those who hate Christ may meet Him face to face
and, like Paul, be forever changed into a people who love and serve
Him. “For to God we are the fragrance of Christ among those who are
being saved and among those who are perishing.” 2 Cor 2:15"
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DAY 9!
Pray for the pre-school programs that are operated by Stephen’s
Children. Pray that the children might daily experience love and
acceptance and encouragement. Pray that they might learn to live
in gracious community with others and that they might learn to
love Jesus at an early age. Pray that the teachers would be able to
gently push each child towards excellence, that no child is left
behind. Pray that the children establish the thirst for learning that
is necessary for their success in later school. Pray that the families
would learn to value education and that they would regularly allow
the children to attend the programs. “Then Jesus said, “Leave the
children alone and don’t try to keep them from coming to Me, because the
Kingdom of heaven is made up of people like this.” Matt 19:14"

DAY 10 !
“The lack of gender specific latrines
in the community is a major
problem that facilitates abuse every
time a woman goes to use it.
However, I will never forget the
woman who had a lengthy history
of abuse at the hands of many men
in the community. She had
absolutely no concept of her selfworth and had become totally
numb to what was being done to
her. However, through meeting
Jesus with SC and coming to
understand her value in His eyes,
she one day developed the
strength and courage to say, ‘even
if they try to kill me, they will never
touch me again’.

Pray for the protection of girls and young women from abuse in
the community. Pray that Jesus would transform the local
traditions and culture in such a way that women are valued for
more than objects of use to men. Pray that God would intervene
in any existing situations of abuse, that they may be ended and that
both victim and perpetrator may find restoration; repentance from
the abuser, healing and forgiveness in the life of the abused. Pray
that this life-destroying situation would be halted and that the
women may be allowed to flourish in the community according to
their real gifts and calling. “My God sent His angel and shut the lions’
mouths. They haven’t hurt me, for I was found innocent before Him.”
Daniel 6:22"

DAY 11!
Today, pray for your role as a fellow partner in the SC ministry.
Pray that God would help you to feel the brokenness of this world
in the same way He does. Pray that He would fill your heart with
love and concern for our brothers and sisters in the Lord. Repent
of your day-to-day lack of engagement with the poor. Repent of
any judgemental thoughts you may retain towards those suﬀering
in poverty. Repent of any pride you may harbour pertaining to
your own achievements and success. Rejoice that we are all one in
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Him. “But to all who did receive Him, He gave the right to be children of
God.” John 1:12"
Violent gangs are a prime attraction

DAY 12!

for young men and even boys.
Manliness in the gangs is typically
defined by the level of violence and
crude behaviour that one can
exhibit. However, consider the
story of one boy who left a gang to
enter vocational training where he
came to know Jesus. “I thought
being in the gang made me a man
but it never felt right and I didn’t
know why.”

Pray for the young boys and young men who struggle in school and
who are tempted to join gangs. Pray that SC might be able to
reach them and show them their own potential. Pray that they
might see examples of Godly manhood in the SC workers. Pray
that they receive strength to refuse temptation, choosing rather to
be follow Jesus. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
old things have passed away and look, new things have come.” 2 Cor 5:17"

DAY 13!
Pray for the vocational workshops where men and women learn a
trade. Pray that they might experience life-giving community and
healing as they meet together and study God’s word before starting
work for the day. Pray that their skills might be suﬃcient to start
their own businesses that provide support for their families. Pray
for the safety of those who leave the workshops to enter the larger
workforce. Pray that they might not be led astray when leaving the
shelter of the SC workshop and that they might be witnesses in
their new jobs. “Be careful that no one takes you captive through
philosophy and empty deceit based on human tradition, based on the
elemental forces of the world and not based on Christ.” Colossians 2:8"

Our Father, who art in heaven

DAY 14!

Hallowed by Thy Name

At the halfway point of the month, pause to pray the Lord’s prayer
for Stephen’s Children. Pray that through SC and other ministries
around the world that “Your Kingdom come, Your Will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.” May the Kingdom come to the
garbage slums of Egypt and spread uncontrollably, through every
echelon of society, against all odds and empowered by that same
Hand by which the world was made. “For everything was created by
Him in heaven and earth, the visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities — all things have been created through
Him and for Him. He is before all things and by Him all things hold
together.” Colossians 1:16-17"

Thy Kingdom: Come!
Thy Will: Be done on earth, as it is
in heaven.
Give them this day, Thy daily bread.
And forgive us our debts
As we forgive our debtors
And lead the children not into
temptation
But deliver them from evil!
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the
Power, and the Glory; Forever.
Amen.

!
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DAY 15!
Pray for boldness in each SC worker in proclaiming the gospel.
Pray that they might not fear repercussions from any man. Pray
that they accurately proclaim the good news to those who have
never heard. Pray that the presentation of the gospel is
accompanied by the necessary signs and actions to validate it
among those who do not yet believe. Pray that the hearts of those
who hear may be open, that the gospel might take root and grow
strong, producing an abundant harvest among the community. “So
don’t be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord…..Instead, share in
suﬀering for the gospel, relying upon the power of God.” 2 Tim 1:8"

DAY 16!
Pray for unity of mind and purpose among the entire Stephen’s
Children organization. Pray that God would direct the leadership
in all ventures and that the workers on the ground would accept
their tasks cheerfully. Pray that no dissension ever arise among the
staﬀ and that they are able to maintain their surrender to Jesus,
never distracted by minor details or quarrels. “May they all be one, as
You, Father are in Me, and I am in You. May they also be one in Us, so the
world may believe You sent Me.” John 17:21"

DAY 17!

The key to all ministries in
Stephen’s Children is relationship.
To many of the children who live in
the garbage slums, the SC workers
who care for them by visiting for
even one hour, once per week are
truly thought to be “angels from
heaven.”

Pray especially for the children of the slums who are disabled,
whether physically or mentally. Pray that these most
disadvantaged of all may be singled out for extra love and
compassion from the SC workers, that they would be treated with
equal dignity to all other children. Pray that God would help the
SC workers to help these children to find their meaningful place in
the world and to understand, at whatever level they are able, that
God cares for them no matter what messages they get from the
society around them. Pray that their families would also learn to
value these children and that the families in turn may be blessed by
the light of Jesus in these kids’ lives. “The pure in heart are blessed, for
they will see God.” Matthew 5:8"

DAY 18!
Pray that God would raise up an army of believers who desire to
walk alongside the Stephen’s Children ministry in regular prayer.
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In Egypt it is illegal for a Christian
to evangelize a muslim person.
For a muslim Egyptian, to convert
to Christianity is a crime technically
punishable by death.
In August 2013, under the rule of
the Muslim Brotherhood, scores of
Christian churches were vandalized
and burned in a single day in an
attempt to start a religious war.
As reported by the Western media,
there was no “Christian retaliation”.
But there was even more to the
story: eyewitness reports in Egypt
noted that the following day,
Christians spray-painted on the
walls of their destroyed churches,
“We Forgive You.”
The war never started and shortly
afterwards, the Brotherhood was
toppled from power.

Pray that the body of Christ realizes its responsibility to bear one
another’s burdens and responds with ongoing intercessory prayers
for the expansion of the Kingdom of God in the Middle East.
Pray that the SC workers would be encouraged in the knowledge
that they are not forgotten and that they are lifted up daily by their
brothers and sisters in the Lord. “First of all, then, I urge that petitions,
prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and
all those who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life
in all godliness and dignity.” 1 Tim 2:1-2."

DAY 19!
Pray carefully that God would intervene to crush and humiliate the
powers of darkness that would seek to destroy the children of
Stephen’s Children. Pray that those who love evil will find no
footholds in the centres where Stephen’s Children works. Pray
that evil will be resisted on all sides, causing it to flee from the
garbage slums. Pray that Jesus Himself would walk amongst the
streets and alleys of the slums, shining His light in all places and
causing darkness to vanish. “on this rock I will build My church and the
forces of Hades will not overpower it.” Matthew 16:18b."

DAY 20!
Pray that the ministry of Stephen’s Children be characterized by a
humility that reflects the character of Christ. Pray that the
workers will be able to accept that no job is too lowly for their
attention, no child or family too dirty for taking their hands. Pray
that the SC ministers be willing to bear whatever burden is laid
upon them in the community. Pray that all victories are used to
glorify God and that all blessings are occasions for thanksgiving to
Him from whom all good things come. Pray that this same servant
heart be present and developed in yourself as you serve God where
you are. “Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus, who, existing in
the form of God, did not consider equality with God as something to be used
for His own advantage. Instead, He emptied Himself by assuming the form
of a slave.” Phillipians 2:5-7a"

DAY 21!
Pray for the children who fail to enter school in time to be part of
the regular education system and are thus barred from ever starting
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an education. Pray that SC, through its educational programs for
such children, may be able to make up for lost time. Pray that the
students learn quickly and that God opens doors for such students
to challenge the exams for a chance at higher education. Pray that
their gifts and talents may be discovered and allowed to flourish
through the guidance of SC workers. Pray that the children also
grow in wisdom, making life choices that help to lift their family
and community out of the poverty cycle. “Wisdom is supreme - so get
wisdom. And whatever else you get, get understanding. Cherish her, and she
will exalt you; if you embrace her, she will honour you. She will place a
garland of grace on your head; she will give you a crown of beauty.”
Proverbs 4:7-9.!

DAY 22!
Pray for the parents of the children to whom SC ministers. Pray
that they might be open and welcoming to the life that SC brings
their children. Pray that they would support their child’s
participation in education. Pray that they would have the wisdom
to abandon practices like adolescent marriage or dangerous child
labour. Pray that they would learn to discipline their children in
love and not hate. Pray most of all that they themselves would
have an opportunity to meet Jesus and to surrender to His life
transforming gift of salvation. “Fathers, don’t stir up anger in your
children, but bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.”
Ephesians 6:4.!

DAY 23!
“I have seen God do many
wonderful things in my life through
Stephen’s Children. I love these
children and watching them grow
and learn. However, one thing I
struggle with: sometimes I am
worried that the daily things I am
doing don’t matter. They are too
small, too unimportant for the
Kingdom. I am worried that I am
just not doing enough for Jesus.”
— a woman who has been a
faithful home visit and girls’ day
camp worker with SC for 20 years

Pray that the leaders of SC may wisely disciple a generation of new
Christ-following leaders even as they come to work for SC. Pray
that even as some SC workers eventually leave the ministry, that
they may continue in the practice of daily Scripture reading and
prayer. Pray that they would have the opportunity to be lights in
their own community and future places of employment. Pray for
opportunities for such young leaders to be brought into
government, that they may influence the country’s aﬀairs in a way
that fosters peace and acceptance among diﬀering people groups.
“In the same way, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:16.!

!
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DAY 24!

“When the Muslim Brotherhood
was in government, Christians were
under intense persecution. Life was
very hard for Christians and
churches were attacked. During
that time, I thought I needed to do
something - not showy or dramatic,
but something, to let people know
that I am a Christian. That is when I
got this little tattoo of a cross on the
underside of my wrist. That way
when we shake hands, you know
I’m with Jesus.”
— an Egyptian doctor

Pray for the local churches in the community with whom SC
works. Pray for Godly leadership in the churches. Pray that the
churches would be able to provide true Christian community
among the families that come, building a place where whole
families care for each other and their neighbours. Pray that the
reputation of the churches becomes one that draws all kinds of
people from the surrounding area, to a place where they can see
Jesus as He truly is. Pray that the churches become known for
their unconditional love of their muslim neighbours. “So then you
are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with the saints
and members of God’s household, built on the the foundation of the apostles
and prophets with Christ Jesus Himself as the cornerstone.” Ephesians
2:19-20.!

DAY 25!
Pray for the Christians who are subject to persecution on account
of their love for Jesus. Pray that God gives them the ability to
stand firm in their faith, to return hate with love and to even pray
for their enemies. Pray for the relief from persecution, for justice
to prevail in matters of law. Pray especially for those who face
confiscation of land and loss of employment in more rural towns,
which forces the move to Cairo’s garbage slums. Pray that God
would raise up individuals with authority in those places who are
willing to defend the rights of the persecuted and facilitate their
staying in the family home. “You are blessed when they insult and
persecute you and falsely say every kind of evil against you because of Me.
Be glad and rejoice, because your reward is great in heaven.” Matthew
5:11-12.!

DAY 26!
Pray that the government will begin to take seriously its
responsibility to the people who live in the garbage slums. Pray
that the government will see fit to contribute to community
development with water, electricity and transportation services.
Pray that Stephen’s Children workers will be eﬀective lobbyers
when they press government oﬃcials to act justly. Pray that SC
would have success in helping the people to get the necessary
documentation of citizenship for access to employment and
9

services. “A king’s heart is like streams of water in the Lord’s hand; He
directs it wherever He chooses.” Proverbs 21:1"

!
DAY 27!
Pray for the next generation of SC workers. The heart of SC
ministry is its long term relationship with the people of the
garbage slums. Even the most dedicated workers can be expected
to have a limit on their ability to continuously serve and when they
need to step back, someone new will have to take their place. Pray
that God would call some young people who are now on the
receiving end of SC ministry to graduate to the point of joining SC
as a servant to others and thus continue the cycle of hope. “He told
them: ‘The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. Therefore, pray to
the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” Luke 10:2!

DAY 28!
“We don’t hand out money to the
people. We provide schooling,
some clothes, a meal once a day for
the children and we occasionally
can help with a family in crisis but
this is not a handout program.
Jesus is really the only answer to
the family problems. Things begin
to change as the kids learn to trust
Jesus.”

Pray that God will expand the scope of the SC ministry. Despite
95 schools and 5 vocational training centres, the need is so great
that not all children can be accommodated. A waiting list for
school entry means that some children living in the garbage slums
are indeed stuck and indeed unable to access the education and
support needed to survive and break away from the poverty. Pray
that God would open up new land, new buildings and new
communities for SC and that they might have the necessary funds
and legal positions to build new schools. Pray that God would give
wisdom to the leaders, that they might seize upon new
opportunities and find new solutions for the unique needs of each
community. “The earth and everything in it, the world and its
inhabitants, belong to the Lord.” Psalm 24:1.!

DAY 29!
Pray for the day camps where the children meet in large groups,
where they learn to sing together and express their creative talents.
Pray that these camps would provide something that is a necessary
part of every childhood but so often lacking in poverty: fun. Pray
that the leaders would join in and show the children how to rejoice
and laugh and enjoy the blessings of shared Christian community
that Christians around the world so often take for granted. Pray
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“It is critical for SC supporters to keep
the vision of SC in mind; the idea is not
to get annual reports on how many nice
schools were built or how many kids
went to university. Nor is it to transform
the garbage slums into an acceptable
facsimile of a North American suburbia.
The goal is to promote individual and
community healing through life
transformation by relationship with
Jesus — such that the people can use
their gifts, abilities and resources to
engage in family-sustaining work and
raise emotionally healthy children in the
ways of the Lord.”
— Greg Kline,
SC Canada board member

that as the children go to bed tonight and think about today, that
for once, they might smile and close their eyes in peace. “Whatever
is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable — if there is any moral
excellence — dwell on these things.” Phillipians 4:7-8.!

DAY 30!
Pray for what is ultimately the most important outcome of all the
time, eﬀorts and money invested by SC and its supporters around
the world: that through this ministry, people from all kinds of
backgrounds would come to give their lives to God. Pray that God
would greatly multiply the entire “harvest” of the ministry, beyond
that which we could even hope or imagine. Pray that today,
someone in the garbage slum would start a new life in Christ.
Praise God for His sovereignty and His redemption which
reconciles people to an eternity with Him. Praise God that He
chooses to use the hands of His people to break chains and set
captives free. May that part never end, until He returns. “For from
Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory
forever. Amen.” Romans 11:36.!

!
DAY 31
The children of the garbage slums
know hunger all too well. The land
upon which the slums exist is arid
with no irrigation to permit
gardening. Food, when it can be
purchased, is often chosen for
quantity rather than nutrition.
Because it does the bulk of the
work hauling the garbage each day,
the family donkey eats first.
Whatever is left goes to the
children, and the little girls eat last
of all.

There are only 7 months with 31 days and Dec 31 is a holiday. Will
you consider using the remaining 6 occurrences of “Day 31” to fast
and pray for the people of the garbage slum? By fasting, we
symbolically show solidarity with our brothers and sisters in the
garbage slums who are often forced to go without food. By
choosing to experience this with them even 6 days a year, we share
in their practice of depending on God for the necessary strength to
get through the day. On these fasting days, when you are hungry,
take that feeling as a reminder to pray for the Christians living in
poverty, that God would fully meet their daily needs and that they
might persevere in their reliance upon Him.!
START AGAIN
At the end of each month, go back and start the cycle again from
the beginning. Jesus teaches us to persistently petition our great
God — Luke 11:9 - “So I say to you, keep asking and it will be given to you.
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Keep searching and you will find. Keep knocking and the door will be
opened to you.”— He does not tire of hearing our requests. God’s
work of reconciliation in this world is often slower than our
demands, but it is His work after all and we trust Him to
accomplish it according to His will."

John 4:14
“Whoever drinks from the water
that I will give him will never get
thirsty again”
—engraving outside “the
Hanging Church” in Cairo
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